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DEVONIAN PERIOD

named; for detroit is French for strait. The
river is studded with islands, and its scenery
is very beautiful.

DETJCALIONj du ka'le on, in classic myth-
ology, the son of Prometheus. When, on
account of the wickedness of mankind,
Jupiter decided to destroy the world, Deu-
calion and Pyrrha, his wife, were spared be-
cause they had always been virtuous servants
of the gods. When, after the deluge had
subsided, Deucalion and Pyrrha came down
from Mount Parnassus, they found the earth
depopulated, and on seeking of the oracle at
Delphi information as to how they could re-
people the earth, they received the response
that they were to throw behind them the
bones of their mother. As this, literally
translated, would have been to them a sac-
rilege, abhorrent to the gods, Deucalion and
Pyrrha decided that the oracle referred to
their mother earth. Accordingly they threw
over their shoulders stones, which on striking
the earth became human beings.

DEUTERONOMY, du ter on'o mi, the fifth
book of the Bible and the last of the Pen-
tateuch. It contains the last injunctions of
Moses and an account of his death, and is
practically a review of the law which was
given to the Israelites on Sinai, with the ad-
ditions that had been made from time to time
until just before the death of Moses. The
book consists of three orations, each of which
deals with a specific phase of the law, and
closes with an account of the death of Moses.
It is notable for the beauty of its languag-e
and the comprehensive view of the Jewish
law which it contains. It is supposed that
a portion of this book was the book discov-
ered during the reign of Josiah, and because
of this it was known thereafter as the Book
of the Law. A thorough understanding of
it involves the reading of Exodus, Leviticus
and Numbers.

DEVIL, also called SATAST, an evil spirit;
specifically, the evil one, represented in
Scripture as the traducer and the father of
lies. Most of the old religions of the East
acknowledge a host of devils. In the doctrine
of Zoroaster is- an evil principle called
Ahrim&n, opposed to the good principle and
served by several orders of inferior spirits.
The Mohammedan -Eblis, or the devil; was
an archangel whom God employed to destroy
a pre^Adamite race of jinns, or genii, and
-who was so filled with pride at his victory
that he refused-to obey God. The Satan of

the New Testament is also a rebel against
God. He uses his intellect to entangle men
in sin and to obtain power over them. He
is a creature subject to omnipotent control,
not an independent, self-existent principle,
like the evil principle of Zoroaster.

The Scriptural idea of the Devil has be-
come blended with the superstitions of
various countries and with the mythology of
the pagans. Ignorant hermits, unable to
account for natural appearances, frequently
have imagined Satan visibly present, and in-
numerable stories have been told of his
attributes of horns, tail and cloven feet.

DEVIL FISH, the popular name of va-
rious fishes, one of them being the angler. In
the United States and Canada the name is
given to several large species of the ray, or
skate, common on the Atlantic and Pacific
coasts and much dreaded by divers. These
fish are sometimes hunted by harpooners.
On the Pacific coast the name is given to the
California gray whale.

DEVILS LAKE, N. D., founded in 1882,
is the county seat of Ramsey County, 100
miles nearly west of Grand Forks, on the
Great Northern, the Soo Line and the Far-
mers7 Grain & Shipping Company's railroads.
The town is notable as the home of a large
annual Chautauqua, and for the great number
of lakes in the vicinity. There is a Federal
building, a Carnegie Library, buildings
erected by the Masons and the Elks, a state
school for the deaf and a state biological
station, an opera house, two hospitals and an
academy. The city is interested extensively
in milling, and it has Great Northern railroad
shops. Population, 1930, 5,451.

DEVIL WORSHIP, the worship paid to
a malignant deity believed in by many of the
primitive tribes of Asia, Africa and America,
under the assumption that this evil spirit
will injure man unless bribed and propitiated.
There is a sect called devil-worshippers in-
habiting Turkish and Russian Armenia and
the valley of the Tigris, who pay respect to
the Devil, to Christ and to Allah, or the
supreme being, and also worship the sun.

DEVONIAN" PEEIOD, a division of time
in the history of the .earth in what is known
as the Paleozoic Era. It followed the
Silurian period and "was in torn followed .by
the Carboniferous.. During this, period that
part of -the globe's surface now known as
North America, was occupied .by water and
two land masses, the Appalachian and tke